
by Jennifer Butler

Westlake High School’s Center Stage 
Players have put on amazing musi-
cals every other year that typically 

incorporate a children’s chorus from West-
lake’s grade schools, which was exemplified 
in last year’s wonderfully successful produc-

tion of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat.” This year, Westlake aims for a 
more classic musical with their production 
of “Anything Goes.”

The age-old tale of boy-meets-girl takes 
place on an ocean liner, the S.S. American, 
bound from New York to London in the 1930s. 
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Bay Village 
students honor, 
learn from vets
by Karen DerBy

Bay Village Schools students, from kin-
dergarten to seniors in high school, 
continued the district’s fine tradition 

of honoring our veterans on Veterans Day.
Normandy Elementary students brought 

in their veteran dads, moms, aunts, uncles, 
grandfathers and grandmothers for a cer-
emony and parade honoring them all. This 
followed weeks of activities where students in 
kindergarten through second grade learned 
about the tremendous service and sacrifice 
of our military heroes.

Students in third and fourth grade at 
Westerly Elementary brought in photos and 
stories about their family veterans to create a 
“Wall of Stars” honoring the fight for freedom.

Ninety-three-year-old Mike Kevesdy, 
a veteran of the Battle of the Bulge and 
recipient of the Bronze Star for saving the 
lives of 200 men, spoke to sixth-graders in 
his nephew Mark Kevesdy’s class at Bay 
Middle School.

Navy Commander Greg Schell (Bay High 
Class of 1981) and Marine Captain Mark Petro 
(Bay High Class of 2006) shared their stories 
with Bay High social studies students who 

now sit in the same classrooms where the 
veterans once learned.

normandy second-grader Danny Zipfel 
brought his dad, Marc, who served active 
duty in the navy, to a school ceremony.

 » See VeteranS page 4
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by eric HanSen

In 2012, Kingsville, Ontario, 
became a Sister City with West-
lake through the common legacy 

of one John Thomas Miner, better 
known as Jack Miner. Born in 1865 
near the present-day intersection 
of Dover Center Road and Westown 
Blvd., Jack moved with his family to 
Kingsville when he was 13. His early 
roots instilled in him a love of nature 
and wildlife and he studied migra-

tory birds until his death in 1944, 
becoming known as the Father of 
Conservation. The August premiere 
of “An Evening with Jack Miner” at 
the Clague Playhouse generated an 
invitation for me to reprise the role 
at Jack’s migratory bird sanctuary in 
Kingsville.

On Oct. 16, with passport in 
hand, I crossed the border to not 
only attend but participate in the 
46th Annual Migration Festival. 

trip to canadian ‘sister city’ 
honors famed Westlake native

 » See KingSVille page 4

eric Hansen of the Westlake Historical Society visits with a few of 
conservationist Jack Miner’s favorite subjects on a recent trip to 
Kingsville for a celebration of Miner’s 150th birthday. Miner was 
born in Westlake.
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Westlake High School to 
present ‘Anything Goes’

the Westlake High School cast of “anything goes,” from left: cass Penegor, Justin 
godfrey, anna renkel, anna Parchem, alex lathem, Jacob Kraft, emma Beekman and 
alex Kuhn.

 » See anytHing gOeS page 2
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How Bay High School sports 
teams became the Rockets
by Kay laughlin

In 1920, the Bay 
Village Board of 
Education was 

facing a real need 
for a larger school 
that offered grades one through 12. 
The Red Brick School on Lake Road 
already had two additions and was 
overcrowded. After eighth grade, the 
Bay Village students went to school 
in Dover (now Westlake), Rocky River 
and Lakewood to finish their 12-year 
education. The Bay Village Board of 
Education paid for their tuition.

A bond issue was passed, and 

a new two-story 
brick building, 
named Parkview 
School,  was 
completed in 
1922 on lands 
purchased from 

the Cahoon Park trustees just south 
of Cahoon Memorial Park (where 
Bay Middle School is now located). 
It served grades one through 12 and 
all students in Bay Village moved 
into the new school, closing East-
erly at Columbia Road and the Red 
Brick School house. A third story was 
added in 1925.

 » See rOcKetS page 2
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by geOrge cHriSt

The Kiwanis 
Club of West-
lake will be 

selling locally grown 
poinsettia plants just 
in time for the holi-
day season. The 6.5-inch 
potted plants make a 
beautiful home decora-
tion or gifts for friends, neigh-
bors or co-workers. They brighten the 
holidays and last long after the tree is 
down and the decorations are put away. 

The cost is $10 per plant and funds 
help support the community projects 
of the club like holiday meals for the 
needy, scholarships for Lakeshore Day 
Camp, West Shore YMCA’s Learn to 
Swim Program, Meals on Wheels, Spe-

cial Olympics, Key Club, 
Builders Club, and the 
Memorial Day Parade, 

to name a few.
The plants come 

in red, white, pink and 
marble. They must 

be ordered by Dec. 1 
and must be picked up on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at West-

lake High School between 8 a.m. and 
noon. Order forms are available from 

Kiwanis members, Key Club Members, 
and Builders Club members, at Cricket 
Equipment, and Westlake Porter Public 
Library. Forms and checks made out to 
Kiwanis-Westlake Youth Foundation 
can be mailed to Westlake Kiwanis, 483 
Oakmoor Ave., Bay Village, OH 44140.

Please consider brightening some-
one’s holiday season and supporting 
this worthwhile organization. Order 
your poinsettia today! For questions or 
more information, call 216-832-1640. 

Soon the colors blue and white 
appeared on the sports uniforms for 
Parkview School. Although we don’t have 
the reason for blue and white in writing, 
it could have been chosen for the blue 
of Lake Erie and the white waves as the 
students viewed Lake Erie from the new 
school’s windows. A new Bay school 
shield appeared with a sailboat and “Vil-
lage of Bay” written on it. Basketball and 
football teams in 1926 appeared with 
the letter P on the front of their athletic 
shirts representing Parkview High School. 
The “Arc-Light” yearbook, which became 
the “Bay Blue Book,” was published for 
Parkview High School. In the 1930s, “Bay” 
began appearing on the sports outfits. 
And so it went until 1947.

In 1946, Jack Llewellyn came to 
Bay Village to coach the Parkview High 
School football team, taking over for Mr. 
DePoalo. It was the second year for the 
newly formed Athletic Council, organized 
to make decisions regarding sports in 
the high school. In the 1946-47 school 
year, the Athletic Council consisted of Ike 
Ganyard and Billie Brueggemann Crook 
representing the students, and Llewellyn, 
Shallenberger, Secrest, Georgia Williams 
and Principal Springer representing the 
faculty and administration.

Coach Jack Llewellyn advised the 
council they needed to have a mascot 
for their athletic teams. A school contest 
was formed to name a mascot and all 
students were asked to submit an entry. 
Many names were submitted. The coun-
cil kept track of the names as they came in 
and how many votes there were for each 
name. The top four names were posted 

and the school voted on the mascot name 
they liked best.

From the start, “Blue Devils” was a 
very popular name for the team. The big 
day came for voting on the new mascot. 
The Athletic Council counted the votes. 
“Blue Devils” won hands down. However, 
the school board was not happy with the 
name and instead accepted the name 
“Rockets,” which received the second 
most votes, as being a more appropriate 
name. And so it went.

In the fall of 1947, for the first time, 
a Bay High School sports team took the 
field under the name Bay Rockets. In 
the 1948 Bay Blue Book there is a ref-
erence, “Under its name, Rockets, the 
Bay High School football team made 
a journey to Orange to play football.” 
The game ended in a 6-6 tie. It is also 
referenced that the Bay Memorial foot-

ball field was inaugurated in 1947 with 
a loss to Fairview, 19-0.

The Class of 1947 wasn’t through yet, 
they petitioned the administration and 
board of education to change the name 
of the school from Parkview High School 
to Bay High School. This too was taken 
under consideration and the decision 
to change the name was accepted. The 
Class of 1947 graduated with Bay High 
School on their diplomas. The 1948 Bay 
Blue Book came out under the name Bay 
High School for the first time. When an 
addition was finished on the west end 
of Parkview School in 1952, the new let-
tering over the front door read Bay High 
School.

Today, Duke University and Bruns-
wick High School are both proud Blue 
Devils. Bay High School is proud to be 
the Rockets. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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ANYTHING GOES from front page

Billy Crocker (played by 
Alex Lathem) is a stowaway 
in love with heiress Hope 
Harcourt (Anna Renkel), who 
is engaged to Lord Evelyn 
Oakleigh (Justin Godfrey). 
Evangelist-turned-nightclub-
singer Reno Sweeney (Anna 
Parchem), Public Enemy #13 
Moonface Martin (Jacob Kraft) 

and Bonnie Letour (Emma 
Beekman) aid Billy in his quest 
to win Hope. Throw in Hope’s 
meddlesome mother (Cass 
Penegor), Billy’s bull-dog of a 
boss (Alex Kuhn), and a dozen 
of Cole Porter’s greatest hits 
and you’ve got a rambunc-
tious musical comedy for the 
ages.

The Westlake High School 
students in the cast, pit and 
crew make up a company 
of over 100 that have truly 
outdone themselves. Led by 
director Jennifer Yachanin-
Butler, musical director 
Samantha Smith, technical 
director Doug Warnke, and 
choreographer Colin Bigley, 
the Center Stage Players’ 
2015 production of “Anything 
Goes” is sure to be a hit! 

The production will take 
place on Friday, Nov. 20, and 
Saturday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Nov. 22, at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. in the Westlake 
High School Main office at 
27830 Hilliard Blvd. starting 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, through 
Friday, Nov. 20, and at the box 
office one hour prior to show-
time. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $7. 

ROCKETS from front page

Parkview High School, Bay Village’s first school serving grades one through 
12, was built in 1922 on land purchased from the cahoon Park trustees. the 
building was replaced by Bay Middle School in 2003.

Westlake Kiwanis to hold holiday poinsettia sale
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ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER 
AND SUPPORT OUR CIVIC GROUPS WHO HAVE A 
VOICE IN THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

contact Laura gonzalez, laura@wbvobserver.com or 
Michelle Krieg, michelle@wbvobserver.com
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now open

20% off 
one item in store

offer valid november 18th–24th, 2015 at our Crocker Park store only. not valid for 
cooking classes and some additional exclusions apply. one–time use per customer. see 

store associate for details. store associates: enter code CroCKer1 at checkout.

Crocker Park
218 Main Street 

440–250–0463

Get ready for 
thanksgiving at our newest 

store in Westlake.

Cooking  •  baking  •  dining  •  Food  •  CoFFee & tea 
Cooking Classes  •  giFt RegistRy

Westlake_Bay_Village_Observer.indd   1 10/21/15   1:37 PM

by tara WenDell

The community of Bay Village lost one of its most 
active environmental champions recently when 
longtime resident Brenda O’Reilly moved out of 

the city. An inaugural member of the Bay Village Green 
Team, which Mayor Debbie Sutherland assembled in 
2007, Brenda helped lead the group of volunteers during 
her tenure with the team.

She served as co-chair for several years, later join-
ing the board of trustees, and spearheaded a number 
of sustainability initiatives and partnerships including 
zero-waste events, Habitat for 
Humanity collections, admin-
istration of county recycling 
grants and educational work-
shops. Among her many other 
activities, Brenda helped 
launch the community garden 
and was part of the working 
group that drafted the city’s 
sustainability master plan in 
2012. Observer readers may 
also remember Brenda for her 
column on “green” topics or 
the many articles extolling her 
environmental activism.

“All of Brenda’s time, 
action, knowledge and 
dedication to the team has been invaluable,” said Lori 
Sprosty, who shared the co-chair role. “To me she has 
been a mentor, adviser and friend; her passion and com-
mitment to sustainability have been inspirational.”

After hearing the news of Brenda’s departure from 
the Green Team and the city, Mayor Sutherland awarded 

a proclamation to recognize her service 
to the community. Praising Brenda’s 
“steadfast leadership” of the team, the 
mayor thanked her for “countless hours 
of time and her dedication to making 
Bay Village a better community for all 
to enjoy.”

Over the past year, it became clear 
that the group had outgrown its early 
roots as the mayor’s volunteer advisory 
committee and was ready to strike out 
on its own. The Green Team revised its 

organizational struc-
ture and elected a 
board of trustees – 
Brenda, Lori Sprosty, 
Patrick McGannon, 
Warren Remein and 
Tara Wendell.

With help from a 
lawyer and the city’s 
finance department, 
the board is working toward incor-
poration as a non-profit organization 
which, among other things, will allow 
the team to pursue grant funding to 
further its mission. In what may be 
the most telling statement regarding 
Brenda’s impact on the Green Team, 

upon her resignation the board elected three Bay Village 
residents to fill her vacancy – Laura and Jerry Crabb and 
Amy Coursen.

“This has been a great partnership between [the 
Green Team and] the city – elected city officials, the 
mayor’s office, the city’s employees,” Brenda commented 

after receiving her proclamation at the Nov. 2 City Coun-
cil meeting. “It’s a great collaboration, a win-win for the 
community. The Green Team will carry on, it’s getting 
bigger and it’s getting better.”

The vision, energy and guidance that Brenda 
brought to the team for its first eight years of existence 
will serve the organization well as it enters a new chap-
ter. All residents interested in continuing the Bay Vil-
lage Green Team’s mission to improve quality of life 
by decreasing the city’s environmental footprint are 
encouraged to email info@bayvillagegreenteam.org or 
attend the next quarterly meeting on Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m., 
at the Bay Village Branch Library. 

Bay Village Green Team takes 1 step back, 3 steps forward
Bay Village green team

“ This has been a 
great partnership 

between [the Green 
Team and] the city – 
elected city officials, 

the mayor’s office, 
the city’s employees.

”

Mayor Debbie Sutherland presents a proclamation to retiring 
Bay Village green team member Brenda O’reilly, recognizing 
her years of dedication to promoting sustainability in the city.
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Mark Petro was deployed 
during two campaigns in Afghani-
stan as well as in South America,. 
He said that his teachers at Bay 
High gave him a great deal of sup-
port when he applied for an ROTC 
scholarship to Miami University. 
“I remember going over to Mrs. 
Grabo’s house and asking her to 
read over my application, to make 
sure it sounded right,” he said.

Petro also brought samples of 
MRE’s, or field rations, that he said 
had been packaged for “at least 10 
years, and will be good for at least 
10 more years.” This was the type 
of food the soldiers usually ate. “We 
ate, not to enjoy food, but to get 
calories and energy,” he said, noting 
that the meals often provided 2,000 

to 3,000 calories 
each. A helmet, 
protective vest and 
other gear demon-
strated the heavy 
weight that soldiers 
need to carry, an 
uncomfortable but 
necessary burden 
in hot climates.

He hoped 
the students who 
heard him speak 
left with a more 
realistic perception 
of what military 
service is about. 
“It’s more than 
fighting,” he said. 
“We help people. 
We drill wells so 
they have clean 
water to drink and to grow their 
food. We want to break the hold 

that an enemy, the Taliban, the 
poppy growers or whoever, have on 
a community. ”

Greg Schell, who is a civil engi-
neer, spoke about the work he did in 
Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina 
as well as other deployments over-
seas. He urged students to con-
sider service to others as a career, 
whether it be the military, teaching, 
or some other vocation that would 
let them be part of an effort bigger 
than themselves. “You can go out 
and make a lot of money,” he said. 
“And you can look back and see a 
pile of big paychecks. But consider 
working to serve, so you can look 
back and say you truly made a dif-
ference.” 

VETERANS            
from front page

navy commander greg Schell (Bay High class 
of 1981) with son Max, a Bay High freshman.
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This year’s festival was a little differ-
ent as its theme included the 150th birth-
day of Jack. The festival celebrates Kings-
ville’s place in history as the home of the 
man who changed the migration routes of 
the fowls of the air. I arrived Friday after-
noon in time to attend the festival’s open-
ing ceremonies with a wine and cheese 
reception that was held in Kingsville’s 
Carnegie Visitors Center. Jack himself (or 
a very convincing American re-enactor) 
made an appearance and read from his 
autobiography, “Wild Goose Jack,” setting 
a celebratory tone for the remainder of 
the weekend.

Saturday morning’s blue sky and 
crisp air was a perfect backdrop for the 
Migration Fest Parade with more than 

40 entries. As the second float, 
the parade proceeded through 
downtown with Jack, sitting at a 
desk, in a re-creation of a famil-
iar sight: Jack with a hammer 
and anvil, making impressions 
on goose bands so that the 
birds can be tagged, tracked, 
and their migration routes 
recorded. This rote process lead 
Jack to tag more than 50,000 
ducks and 40,000 geese through 
a lifetime of conservation.

The town of Kingsville has a 
bronze statue of Jack Miner that 
sits in front of the former city 
hall, which is now the Ontario 
Provincial Police department. 
During this milestone year, the 
statue was reconditioned to its 
original beauty. Visitors can now 
see the detail of the trademark 
plaid shirts Jack wore. 

After the parade, family 
pumpkin carving, and a per-
formance by a local drum and 
bugle corps, the statue was 
re-dedicated. Jack was again 
present to read a proclamation from 
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough. Kings-
ville Mayor Nelson Santos accepted the 
proclamation as the sister cities con-
tinue to embrace strong relations.

The day’s activities progressed from 
downtown Kingsville to the Jack Miner 
Migratory Bird Sanctuary, north of town. 
It is here that visitors can experience the 
Miner homestead, as well as the original 
ponds, museum and resident waterfowl. 
The sanctuary’s Playfair Stadium hosted 
the festival’s art and photo competition. 

It was in this stadium that the Saturday 

night performance of “An Evening with 
Jack Miner” took place. On this special 
occasion, I was able to actually fit into 
one of Jack’s trademark green-plaid wool 
suits – pants, vest, coat, tie and all. The 
sanctuary’s staff was kind enough to 
allow me to wear the suit for the perfor-
mance. As an actor portraying a person 
of historic significance, having the ability 
to actually wear their original clothing 
was truly a remarkable and humbling 
experience.

Early Sunday morning was spent 
with the sanctuary staff trying to capture 
enough birds for a banding. The efforts 

were interrupted by a coyote sighting 
near the ponds, and the experience of 
banding a bird, in the manner of Jack 
Miner, would have to wait until the next 
trip. It is on the bucket list. The remain-
der of the morning was spent getting 
acquainted with the resident waterfowl. 
Barley and corn are their food of choice 
and the sanctuary ensures there is always 
plenty to go around.

I truly enjoyed my trip to Canada and 
the wonderful people (and geese) I met 
along the way. If you ever travel to Kings-
ville and find yourself feeding a goose 
named Judy, please give her my regards. 

KINGSVILLE          
from front page

eric Hansen, center, traveled from Westlake to Kingsville, Ontario, to portray 
conservationist Jack Miner.
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Jack Miner among some of his 
feathered friends in canada.
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Marine captain Mike Petro (Bay High class of 2006) with his 
parents, John and Helen Petro. Mrs. Petro is a Bay High teacher.

by JiM POtter

The Bay Village American Legion Post #385 has 
begun their annual collection of donations 
for the statewide program, “Gifts for Yanks.” 

This effort is part of a larger drive of the Ohio Ameri-
can Legion that for over 65 years has pooled funds 
from local posts to maximize the impact of local gifts 
providing activities and gifts for veterans in Ohio’s 
state hospitals, VA medical centers, outpatient clin-
ics and the Ohio Veterans Homes in Sandusky and 
Georgetown. 

The program collects monies throughout the 
community and forwards it to fund Christmas pres-
ents for veterans in hospitals and veterans homes. 
Additionally, the Bay Village Post uses some of the 
funds to provide prizes at the Wade Park Veterans 
Hospital when they conduct Friday Night Bingo 
Nights with the patients.

“The effort is not limited to members of the 
Legion,” stated Commander Stan Zeager. “We wel-
come contributions from individuals and businesses 
to help finance the statewide program costing annu-
ally $300,000.”

Checks may be made payable to “Gifts for Yanks” 
and sent to local chairman, Doug Mangan, c/o Amer-
ican Legion Post #385, P.O. Box 40503, Bay Village, OH 
44140. Collection jars are also available at various 
merchants in Bay Village and Westlake. 

Bay Legion 
launches annual 
‘gifts for yanks’ 
project

Bay Village american legion
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Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Centers

New Interactive Therapy at Rae-Ann Suburban

For therapy and rehabilitation after surgery or a 
hospital stay, come to Rae-Ann Suburban.

With one of the best therapy and wound care  
teams in the region and a modern, new therapy 
gym, we can help you achieve your highest level  
of independent functioning.

More than 80% of our rehab patients successfully 
return home. And we’re the only West-side facility 
with Omni VR® Virtual Reality equipment for a 
real-time interactive therapy environment.

Discover why U.S. News has named Rae-Ann 
Suburban “One of America’s Best” for six 
consecutive years. Call (440) 835-3004 or visit 
rae-ann.net today.

 Local. Exceptional. Compassionate.

9 Years in a Row!

Rae-Ann Suburban
29505 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

(440) 835-3004
rae-ann.net

by eileen VernOn

When I was in my prime, women couldn’t belong 
to the 100-year-old Kiwanis  Club. In the mid-
1980s, the organization changed and women 

were encouraged to join and to bring their spouses with 
them. Lately, it is becoming a husband-and-wife com-
mitment. I recently spoke with Linda Potter, who is an 
active member of the Bay Village club with her husband, 
Jim. Linda said that husband-and-wife teams will be the 
future of Kiwanis.

Linda and Jim are the first couple to join the local 
group. She wants to encourage other couples to do the 
same. She loves to have the pleasure of giving back to 
the community by work-
ing side-by-side with Jim 
on a project. The Bay Vil-
lage Kiwanis has 44 mem-
bers, seven of which are 
women.

In my experience, no 
matter what community 
project is announced, the 
Kiwanis Club steps up to 
help. In 2014 alone they 
donated to the Bay Village 
Foundation Clock Repair 
fund, Cahoon Park exer-
cise equipment and Play 
in Bay. They also sponsor 
scholarships and the Key 
Club at the high school.

I was reminded of 
their generosity recently 

when I read a quote of Maya Ange-
lou who said, “I’ve learned that 
you shouldn’t go through life with 
a catcher’s mitt on both hands; you 
need to be able to throw something 
back.” I couldn’t help but think of 
the Kiwanis Club and how its mem-
bers give back to our community. 
How generous they are with time 
and money. I’m most impressed by 
the community surge when help is 
needed. 

I’ve never been a member, but 
our contributions to everything 
from pancake breakfasts to buying 
curly fries at Bay Days go to serve 
the needs of our community. Our 
good friend used to stand out in the 
cold year after year selling Christ-
mas trees. When I commented 
about his age and his health and 
asked why he puts himself through 

all of that, he said, 
“That’s what we 
do!” We do it for 
Bay Village.” His 
dedication was 
remarkable but, 
I’ve learned, not unusual. Kiwanians 
don’t only donate money, they are 
right in there, rolling up their sleeves 
and doing the work. For example, they 
put a tremendous effort each year 
planning and staffing Bay Days. What 
a commitment!

Their motto is: “Make the world a 
better place, one child and one com-

munity at a time.” The more I get to 
know members of the group the better 
I can see this altruistic purpose is alive 
and well.

Since 1950, Bay Village Kiwanis has 

been building community, one project at a time. Bay 
Kiwanis currently has 44 members, six are women and 
Allen Waddle is president. Linda Potter tells me that 
they enthusiastically welcome new members and that 
spouses enjoy half-price membership. Individuals and 
couples that want to get to know those in our community 
that give back – and that want to help them – should 
consider joining Kiwanis.

If you don’t want go through life with a catcher’s mitt 
on both hands, there is a dinner meeting every other 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. on the lower level of Bay United 
Methodist Church. 

To learn more, visit the group’s Facebook page or 
email baykiwanis@gmail.com. 

One child,           
one community 
at a time

Bay Village Kiwanis club members organized a weekend 
landscaping work party last summer at the home of Michelle 
radke. Her husband Peter’s heroic attempt to rescue a 13-year-
old girl resulted in his drowning death at Huntington Beach a 
year ago on Memorial Day. His act prompted an outpouring of 
community support for his Medina family that included the highest 
national Kiwanis award for bravery, presented to his wife at the 
national Kiwanis convention in indianapolis. from left, Kiwanians 
tom Mullee, foster McMasters, Jim Potter, Mrs. Peter radke, tom 
Johnson, Steve Slane and Patrick Mosier.

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfasts are a 50-
year tradition. Preparing orange juice 
for the event at the Bay Middle School 
are Kiwanians clint Keener (left) and 
russ Bauknecht.

pH
O

tO
S 

By
 t

O
M

 J
O

H
N

SO
N



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

6   WEStLaKE | Bay VILLagE OBSERVER • 17 NOVEMBER 2015                                                                       

by eileen VernOn

Each Memorial Day, The Bay Village 
Foundation hosts a well-attended 
public ceremony in Cahoon Park. 

The event honors friends and family with 
the installation of a beautiful bronze 
plaque. For some families in the past, 

this was their idea of a perfect gift 
for a loved one. 

Personalized text is engraved 
on a bronze plaque and is perma-
nently installed on the T. Richard 
Martin Footbridge overlooking the 
lake in Cahoon Memorial Park.

The plaques are installed 
at the request of 
family, neighbors 
and friends for the 
contribution level of 
$2,500 or more. The 
Memorial Day pro-
gram is a beautiful 
outdoor service fea-
turing the String Ensemble 
of Bay High School and 
soloist tenor Troy Ayers II. 
Television personality Jon 
Loufman serves as emcee 
for the event.

A bronze plaque can be ordered 
through March 31, 2016. All contribu-
tions to the Bay Village Foundation are 
distributed to Bay groups following grant 
requests. The funds are offered for pri-
vate, non-profit, non-sectarian projects. 
Your support makes a significant differ-

ence to the many volunteers that serve 
Bay Village tirelessly.   

For more information about the 
Bay Village Foundation and the bronze 
plaque program please call Eileen 
Vernon at 440-899-3490 or visit thebay-
villagefoundation.org. 

Bronze memorial plaque 
makes commemorative gift

the Bay Village foundation

by taMMy BertranD

The 100th Bomb Group was host 
to a Veterans Day luncheon put 
on by the Power of More Cham-

bers of Commerce on Nov. 11. All six 
chambers invited their member veter-
ans and their families to be recognized 
and honored. Over 125 people enjoyed 
the meal and the great company. 

The keynote speaker was John 
Reiss, Executive Director of the 

Cuyahoga County Veterans Service 
Commission. Mr. Reiss joined the 
Army Reserves at age 17, completed 
ROTC training and served five years 
of active duty in both Kuwait and Iraq. 
He spoke on veterans benefits and 
services before introducing Maureen 
Shannon and George Cooper from the 
Hospice of the Western Reserve. They 
presented all 24 veterans, ranging from 
age 25 to 97, with a veteran pin during 
the emotional ceremony.  24 veterans were honored at the Power of More chambers of commerce meeting.

chambers of commerce salute local veterans
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Ceremony honors Bay Village veterans
by DOnna D’aMicO

O’Neill Healthcare Bay Village 
honored 30 residents, all vet-
erans, for their military service 

on Veterans Day. This distinguished 
group was comprised of men and 
women representing every branch of 
the armed forces and also included 
WWII veterans from the British and 
Hungarian armies. 

A Color Guard from the North 
Ridgeville VFW Post #9871 led the cer-
emony honoring our vets and O’Neill 
Healthcare Hospice was on hand to 
commemorate each veteran’s service 
with the presentation of a certificate 
and pinning ceremony. 

The color guard concluded the 
solemn ceremony with a 21-gun salute 
and a bugler playing taps. 

the color guard from the north ridgeville VfW Post #9871.

pH
O

tO
 B

y
 D

O
N

N
a

 D
’a

M
Ic

O

the t. richard Martin footbridge overlooking the lake in cahoon Memorial Park.

a commemorative bronze plaque mounted on 
the footbridge in cahoon Memorial Park. 

by carOl JanOVSKy

This past May, I wrote an article for the 
Observer (“Pen pals for 70 years and 
counting”) about my longtime pen 

pal, Annette, who lives in England. Since 
the article was printed, I have been sur-
prised and pleased by the positive response 
I’ve received from friends and neighbors 
and some folks I didn’t even know. Guess 
they recognized me from my picture in the 
article.

I wanted to share with you how that 
little article in the Observer took off. I sent 
two copies to Annette in England. Annette 
has a brother, Ron, four years her junior 
who was 9 years old when we began writ-
ing. When he was in his 20s he immigrated 

to Western Australia in the general area of 
Perth. He would occasionally ask Annette 
if we were still “at it.” So I asked Annette 
to send Ron the second copy of my article.

Several months ago I was amazed to 
receive the only letter Ron ever wrote me. 
Among other things he thanked me for 
gifts we’d enclosed for him in our boxes to 
his family after WWII. He mentioned stick 
chewing gum and the first ballpoint pen 
he’d ever seen. He said it was maroon. He 
still remembered after almost 70 years.

The last sentence in his letter said, 
“Thanks for that Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer article.” Then it dawned on me. 
My little article had traveled all the way 
around the world. As the saying goes, 
“who’da thought”! 

pen-pal article reaches australia

Warren remein of Bay Village enjoys some news from 
home as he waits in a Zurich, Switzerland, train station 
during a recent trip through europe. 

oBserVed around the World
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Are you or is someone you know 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease? 
You might be able to help with a clinical research study looking at potential new 
treatment for mild-to-moderate Alzheimer’s Disease 

The STARBEAM Study (Lu14862A) 
Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health 
The purpose of the study is to assess if adding investigational drug to donepezil will improve    

memory, thinking, reasoning when compared to donepezil and placebo. 
Enrollment Criteria:   
• Aged 50 years and older 
• Diagnosed with probable Alzheimer's disease 
• Able to communicate with study doctors 
• Have a caregiver who can join you every study visit 
• Taking a drug containing donepezil for at least  
      6 months 

  If  this is you, or someone you know, we would  
  like to hear from you. 

This study was approved by the Institutional Review Board at the Cleveland Clinic. 

For full details about what is involved 
and to find out if you might be 
suitable to take part in this study, 
please call:  216-445-9009 or email 
cbhresearch@ccf.org 

by Cynthia EaKin

“Glitz and Glamour in 
the White House,” 
a program on the 

history, jewelry and fashion of 
Ohio’s presidential first ladies, 
is the featured topic for the 
Nov. 19 Bay Village Histori-
cal Society meeting. Seven of 
our country’s First Ladies were 
from the state of Ohio, they are: 
Anna Harrison, Lucy Hayes, 
Lucretia Garfield, Caroline Harri-
son, Ida McKinley, Helen Taft, and 
Florence Harding.

Guest speaker Dr. Mari 
Halkovich will offer her highly acclaimed presentation, giving 
attendees a glimpse of Ohio’s fashion influence in the White 
House. Guests can view photos of each of Ohio’s first ladies 
and of various pieces of jewelry from their personal collections. 
Display cases will feature antique jewelry and accessories from 
the speaker’s own collection and will include period items 
like hair combs, mourning jewelry, cameos, coral jewelry and 
handkerchief pins. Tabletop displays will also exhibit feathered 
fans, detachable lace collars and other vintage clothing, tiaras, 
and books about the first ladies.

The 7 p.m. program will follow a 6 p.m. potluck dinner 
at the Bay Village Community House, 303 Cahoon Road. The 
historical society will provide the main course of turkey with 
stuffing and gravy. Guests are asked to bring their own place 
setting and an appetizer or side dish for 10 to share. Phone 
Cathy Flament at 440-835-4472, or Doug Gertz at 440-554-6355, 
for information or to make a reservation. 

ohio’s first ladies are 
topic of historical 
society program

Bay Village historical society

first lady ida McKinley

by SHarOn feDOr

What is it that keeps us all from being wealthy? Do we 
have to win the lottery to have a million-dollar bank 
account? Do we need a rich, old uncle who likes us 

best? Or, do we just have to work hard and save our pennies, 
keeping our noses to the grindstone?

What is the real definition of prosperity? Is it a large bank 
account? Is it the health of our family? The love of our friends? Is 
“more” better? Puzzling questions on a topic that concerns all of 
us, a topic that tumbles marriages apart, causes governments to 
be corrupt and crumble, and crimes to be committed. 

Most therapists will say, we all have “a lot” on money. A lot 
of hang-ups about money, even down to how we fold it. Where 
does all this gunk about money come from? We can begin with 
the past, and take a look at our parents, our church, society, and 
the culture we were raised in.

Recall the warning, “Money is the root of all evil”? Or, “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit,” which was often taught, or mistaught, 
“Blessed are the poor.” Is it good to be poor, and bad to be rich? 
Did your dad ever say, “Money doesn’t grow on trees”? This type 
of thinking can be attributed to the Great Depression, which 
created a poverty consciousness, yet still controls much of our 
thinking today. 

Did you know there are spiritual laws that affect and cause our prosperity? Four of them to be exact! 
Please join us at Unity Spiritual Center for “The Four Spiritual Laws of Prosperity” with Edwene Gaines 
on Sunday, Nov. 22, 1:15-3:45 p.m. This workshop is an investment in yourself, and could be considered 
a new and vital skill you add to your repertoire. It is an inspiring workshop which will cause you to act 
on behalf of your own prosperity.

Edwene Gaines is a leading prosperity teacher, an author, and a woman of passion, compassion and 
purpose. She overcame extreme poverty to live a life of wealth and luxury. Edwene is wholeheartedly 
committed to the abundance consciousness of the world. She joyously shares, with added dashes of 
humor, the four spiritual principles of prosperity.

Edwene guarantees that this workshop will change your life, if you are open and teachable. The 
cost of the workshop is what the love in your heart chooses to offer. Be prepared to laugh, learn and be 
inspired. More info at 440-835-0400, or info@unityspiritualcenter.com. Unity of Westlake is located at 
23855 Detroit Road. 

Workshop teaches spiritual 
laws of prosperity

faith & sPirituality

by Dianne BOrOWSKi

Stars, shining messengers of
Light, harbingers of safety
this cold, cold, night.

allowing the Magi
So long ago a
Special sign,

Leading their way
to a humble stable
and a child so divine.

as we celebrate christmas
In this troubled world,
pray that we might find

peace and harmony,
acceptance for all.
Extend your heart, your hands

to others in need,
to those unlike ourselves,
Be kind.

a lesson from 
the stars

Poetry
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Kathie Craig and Scott Mizen
Call “The Home Team” for exceptional service
List your Bay Village or Westlake home with us and we will market 
your home in the Observer, in addition to our aggressive marketing 
plan! Call or email to schedule your complimentary consultation.

Full Time, Full Service Realtors®

440-213-5117  2055 Crocker Road, Westlake
Visit us at: www.KathieCraig.com
E-mail: KathieCraig@howardhanna.com

Part five of a five-part series.

by WilliaM KrauSe

In parts 3 and 4 of this series, we 
introduced you to the oldest two 
sons of George and Rhoda Weston, 

Asa L. and Arthur E. Weston. In this 
article we will introduce you to their 
youngest son, Frank, who received the 
southern portion of their 100-acre farm 
on Columbia Road in the late 1800s. 
George, Rhoda and their sons had ear-
lier occupied, and Frank was born in, 
the currently city owned Lilly-Weston 
house at 27946 Center Ridge Road, next 
to the Westlake Recreation Center.

Based on a 1920s plat book it 
appears that Frank built a home, most 
likely at 2535 Columbia Road. While it 
no longer stands, in the 1930s it appears 
to have been split into two units, with 
the lower unit occupied by his grown 
son Wells Weston and his family in 
1940, as per the U.S. Census that year. 
The same 1940 Census shows that 
the Weston name was still strong on 
Columbia Road with May E. Weston, 
her brother George I. Weston and his 
wife, Mida, and three adult children 
occupying 2283 Columbia (still stand-
ing), which was built by their father Asa 
L.; Burton Weston and his wife occu-
pying 2363 Columbia (still standing), 

which was built by his 
father Arthur E.; Bur-
ton’s brother Charles 
M. Weston, his wife, 
Esther, and children 
(including Doris) 
occupying the house 
Charles built next 
door at 2391 Colum-
bia (destroyed). It is 
no wonder that May, 
Charles and Doris 
loved and felt con-
nected to Dover/
Westlake – their 
neighbors and their 
family were one and 
the same!

Frank and his 
wife, Ida, had two 
children, Ethel and 
Wells. Ethel mar-
ried Robert Clifford 
and raised a family 
of six daughters 
and two sons, living 
across Columbia 
Road from her par-
ents. They lived in a 
home constructed in 
1923 at 2456 Columbia (still standing) 
on land originally subdivided by her 
uncle Arthur E. as part of a subdivi-
sion which created the eastern end of 

West Hedgewood Street. According to 
the 1940 census their children’s names 
were Beulah, Alice, Dorothy, Helen, 
Josephine, Francis, Robert and Myron.

Their son Bob Clifford was a West-
lake firefighter for much of his working 
life. Their daughter Dorothy Clifford 
Geis worked for many years in the 
Westlake Schools’ cafeteria. Josephine 
purchased the family home in 1953 
from her widower father. The other 
five Clifford children moved out of the 
community. It is one of those daugh-
ters, Alice Ladanyi, who we can thank 
for purchasing the Lilly-Weston house, 
the house her grandfather was born in, 
and donating it to the city.

Frank and Ida’s son Wells, as noted 
above, lived on and worked the family 
farm for several years. He eventually 
moved to a larger farm in Lorain County 
with his wife and four children – Janet, 
Lois, Judy and Frank.

As noted in “You’ve Come a Long 
Way Westlake…(and You’ve Got a Long 
Way To Go)” by Bill Robishaw, when it 

was published, the Weston name was 
disappearing from Westlake. Only two 
great-granddaughters of the original 
Dover Westons still lived on parts of their 
respective grandfathers’ farms in 1993. 
Jeanne Weston Sleasman lived in her 
home at 2275 Columbia (still standing) 
until she died in 1999. Doris Weston and 
her widowed mother, Esther Weston, 
had the last mailbox bearing the name 
of Weston in Westlake, at 2391 Columbia 
(demolished), until Esther died in 1995 
and Doris in 2006.

It is no wonder that Alice Ladanyi 
insisted that the Weston family name 
be memorialized on a sign in front of 
the Lilly-Weston home at 27946 Center 
Ridge Road as part of the agreement 
when she and her husband donated 
the home to the city in 2000 for use as 
a museum. This was accomplished in 
2005 with an Ohio Historical Marker. 
Now is the time to push forward with 
the renovation and transformation 
into a museum of early Dover/West-
lake history. 

Who were the Westons of Westlake?
as family name fades away, donation keeps legacy alive

WestlaKe history

Doris Weston, one of the last surviving members of the influential Weston family of Dover/
Westlake, is pictured at the 2005 dedication of an Ohio Historical Marker at the lilly-Weston 
house. in the background is alice ladanyi, also a Weston descendant, who donated the 
historical home to the city in 2000.

Wells Weston, front row far right, served as a first aid volunteer to the Dover 
Village police force in the 1930s. Wells was the grandson of george and 
rhoda Weston, who settled in Dover/Westlake around 1855.

The
BayVillage
Historical

Society

Rose Hill Museum
Open 2-4:30 pm on Sundays 

Free Admission • Gift Shoppe
Located in Cahoon Memorial Park

(216) 386-5997

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER
Do you have an interesting 
news story or a fun photo from 
the community? Join over 750 
Observer members and share it 
with the Westlake/Bay community 
at: wbvobserver.com/members.
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Westlake Animal Hospital offers a wide 
variety of veterinary services including 
minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

WestlAke AnimAl HospitAl
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ANNUAL MESSIAH SING
Wednesday, December 16

12:10 p.m.
Trinity Chamber Orchestra, soloists, and YOU in the 
massed choir! Todd Wilson, conductor 
Sponsors: Robert and Judy Barnhart

CHRISTMAS EVE
Thursday, December 24

5 p.m. 
Family Eucharist and Pageant

10:30 p.m. 
Prelude Carols for choir, organ and trumpet

11 p.m. 
Choral Eucharist
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind preaching at all services.

CHRISTMAS DAY
Friday, December 25

10 a.m. 
Eucharist with Carols
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

BOAR’S HEAD AND YULE LOG FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 26

3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Freewill offering
boarsheadcleveland.org

Spend Christmas
Downtown 
at Trinity Cathedral

2230 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115

216.771.3630 
www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT  
AND EAST 22ND ST.

Connect with us:

PLEASE PROOFREAD.  WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO

Kiwanis Club of Bay Village

For more information, 
email baykiwanis@gmail.com 
or find us on Facebook.

Bay Village

Historical Society

Join the Bay Kiwanis and Bay Village Historical Society 
in welcoming Santa Claus to town!

Join the Bay Kiwanis and Bay Village Historical Society 
in welcoming Santa Claus to town!

             3rd annualCahoon Christmas
   Sunday, Dec. 6  *  2-4:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community House

 * Watch for Santa as he tours Bay Village in a city fire truck!

 * A special presentation of “ ’Twas the Night Before Christmas”

   * Santa will light the official Bay Village 
          Christmas tree at 4:00 pm!

       * Something for everyone in the 
              family,  from buying your Christmas 
  tree to touring Rose Hill museum!
                    * Free refreshments!

      * Children’s gingerbread 
             house contest at Rose 
                Hill Museum from 
                  1 p.m. to 4 p.m

*

Ashton LAne

KnicKerbocKer rd

➜ ➜

➜
➜

osborn rd

e. oAKLAnd rd

WoLf rd

➜

✪

➜

coMMUnitY
hoUse

3:15 p.M.
bAY Lodge 
2:00 p.M.

Santa’s Route

by JiM Kettren

You probably remember what 
life was like three years ago, 
during the aftermath of Hurri-

cane Sandy. You might also remem-
ber that a group called BayComm 
came into existence just six months 
prior, giving local residents the abil-
ity to communicate with each other 
via two-way radio, when power and 
other forms of communication 
were down. It was established on 
the premise that “communication” 
is the single most important thing 
to have during a disaster.

In an emergency, when police 
are talking with fire, and fire is talk-
ing with the service crew, who do 
residents have to talk with when 
phones, internet and power are out?

BayComm started out with 
one band of communication, and 
trained volunteers how to be ready 
to use it, in order to reach each 
others in an emergency. We coor-
dinate with CERT and other first 
responder groups, in order to have 
the best tools at our disposal. In the 
end, we are simply residents, from 
all walks of life, who want to have 
that lifeline to communicate with 

our families, other residents and city 
officials, through a network of two-
way radios.

We have recently added a new 
unlicensed band, which gives us an 
alternate means of communica-
tion, and extends our reach even 
farther. Our members come from 
the Westshore suburbs, including 
Bay Village, Westlake, Rocky River, 
North Olmsted, Fairview Park, and 
Lakewood. Some of our members 
are experienced ham radio opera-
tors. Others never touched a radio 
before joining BayComm.

Having been in various areas 
of law enforcement and radio 
communications for the past 40 
years, I have served as an auxiliary 
police officer in Bay for the past 14 
years. I take a realistic approach to 
preparedness. For the most part, 
I enjoy life on a day-to-day basis 
without being overly concerned 
about safety. However, we all know 
what kind of world we live in, and 
bad things can happen anywhere, 
and at any time. Compare it to the 
life jackets you have on a boat. You 
don’t think too much about need-
ing them, but it’s comforting to 
know that they’re there.

That’s why we’re putting out the 
call to all residents to look into join-
ing BayComm. It’s an all-volunteer 
group. There are no prerequisites, 
no dues, and the cost to purchase 
a minimal amount of equipment 
is about $200. Collectively, we will 
train and equip you, based on your 
individual needs. We are a private 
group, and have no public affiliation 
or designation.

The first step, if you think you 
might be interested in learning 
more, is to email me, at jim.kettren@
hyland.com. I’ll send you informa-
tion, answer your questions, send 
you an application, and then meet 
with you, to ensure that you are join-
ing with the right purpose in mind. 
Simply put, we are a group that trains 
to “stay connected,” and to help our 
family and neighbors survive an 
emergency by staying informed. 
The larger the group becomes, the 
farther our safety-net extends.

If I get enough feedback, I’m also 
willing to put on another commu-
nity workshop, as I had done about 
three years ago. This would give you a 
visual perspective of what’s involved 
in creating a network of neighbor-
hood communications. 

Local group ramps up emergency 
communication for residents

Legislation sponsored by State Rep. Nan Baker to 
strengthen penalties on drunk drivers passed 
unanimously by the Ohio House Judiciary Com-

mittee on Nov. 2. The committee’s passage sends the bill 
to the House floor for a full chamber vote.

House Bill 300 would prevent drunk drivers from 
reclaiming their driver’s license immediately after their 
release from prison. The bill protects innocent people by 
keeping aggravated vehicular homicide offenders, those 
who cause the death of another as a result of driving while 
intoxicated, from behind the wheel.

“It just doesn’t make sense,” Baker said, referring to 
current Ohio law. “Why suspend someone’s license for 15 
years when most of that suspension will be served while 
that person is in prison? The offender cannot drive a car 
in prison.”

Under current state law, OVI (operating a vehicle 
under the influence) offenders can serve a prison sen-
tence and a driver’s license suspension at the same time. 
In some cases, OVI offenders have been able to legally 
regain their license shortly after being released from 
prison. HB 300 provides that, in order for OVI offenders 
to terminate their license suspension with the Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles, they must provide documentation that 
the entirety of their license suspension was served out 
of prison.

Baker co-sponsored the bill with State Rep. Nathan 
Manning of North Ridgeville. “I am thankful to have had 
Rep. Manning as a primary sponsor of House Bill 300,” 
Baker said. “His background and insight was a valuable 
asset in creating this bill.” Manning is leading a subcommit-
tee to further research other needed changes to OVI laws. 

Drunk-driver legislation 
passes house committee
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WestlaKe Porter PuBlic liBrary

Upcoming events at Westlake porter public Library

by taRa MCguinnEss

As we approach the holidays, stop 
by the Bay Village branch library to 
check out those items you may need 

for family get togethers or to while away 
the hours while traveling. The library is 
the place to go for your favorite holiday 
movies, music CDs, or audio books. And, 
don’t forget to browse our cookbooks for 
some great entertaining and meal ideas for 
those family gatherings.

Note: The library will be closed from 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 25, through Thurs-
day, Nov. 26, for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Regular hours resume on Friday, Nov. 27.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Storytimes: Caregivers and their children 
are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, finger-
plays, books and stories together. No regis-
tration is required.

•	 Monday, Nov. 23 (10 a.m.) tODDler 
StOrytiMe – ages 19-35 months.

•	 Tuesdays, Nov. 17 and 24 (10 a.m.) 
tODDler StOrytiMe – ages 19-35 
months.

•	 Tuesdays, Nov. 17 and 24 (6:45 p.m.) 
faMily StOrytiMe – for all ages

•	 Wednesdays, Nov. 18 and 25 (10 a.m.) 
BaBy anD Me StOrytiMe – ages birth-
18 months

•	 Thursday, Nov. 19 (10 a.m.) Pre-
ScHOOl StOrytiMe – ages 3-5 (not 
yet in kindergarten)

•	 Friday, Nov. 20 (10 a.m.) faMily StO-

rytiMe - for all ages

Thursday, Nov. 19 (4 p.m.) cOOKieS 
anD BOOKS – Children in grades 3-4 are 
invited to join us to discuss a good book. 
Copies of the book will be available one 
month before the discussion. A parent/
guardian must sign a release form before 
the program. Refreshments sponsored by 
the Friends of the Bay Village Library.

Tuesday, Nov. 24 (6:30 p.m.) cODing 
fOr KiDS – Grades 3-4: Learn the basics 
to create engaging and interactive video 
games complete with characters, obstacles 
and settings. Registration required.

Tuesday, Dec. 1 (6:45 p.m.) and Wednes-
day, Dec. 2 (10 a.m.) Play, learn anD 
grOW – Children ages birth to 5 years and 
a caregiver are invited to this casual, drop-in 
play program. Age-appropriate toys will be 
available for the children while the adults 
mingle. Check out the many toys available 
through our library toy catalog that you can 
take home. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Bay Village Branch Library.

TEEN DEPARTMENT
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays (3 
p.m.) teen ZOne – Students in grades 5 
and up can stop in to enjoy fun apps, book 
discussions, video games, community ser-
vice, challenges and more! Parents need 
to sign only one permission form for the 
school year.
Please register to attend any programs 
online at www.cuyahogalibrary.org, call 
440-871-6392 or stop in at 502 Cahoon 
Road. 

Upcoming programs                                       
at the Bay Village Branch Library

Bay Village Branch liBrary

PRESCHOOL PLAYTIME (Ages 5 
& under)
Bouncing balls, tumble mats and 
more! Parent supervision required.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Tuesday/Thursday, 11:15 
a.m.-1 p.m. Location: Community 
Gym. Fee: $2/child (non-resident: 
$4); 10-day pass: $15 (NR: $35).

CREATIVE CUPCAKES/ COOKIES 
(Ages 5 & up)
Students will learn how to decorate 
fun cupcakes and/or cookies for the 
holidays! Students will bring home 
their decorated creation in a carry-
ing case to share with the family. All 
supplies are included!
Christmas Cupcakes: Saturday, Dec. 
5, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Location: Com-
munity House. Fee: $28/session (NR: 
$48).

KINDERGARTEN HOOPS
A fun and energetic program for 
beginners!
Season: Tuesdays, Jan.5-Feb. 23, 
6:45-7:45 p.m. Location: Community 
Gym. Fee: $68 (NR: $88). Deadline: 
Dec. 10 (late fee $20).

1st & 2nd GRADE BASKETBALL
Learn the fundamentals of basketball 
in a fun, recreational environment.
Season: Jan. 6-Feb. 25. 1st Grade: 
Wednesdays, 6:45-7:45 p.m.; 2nd 
Grade: Thursdays 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Location: Community Gym/BMS 
Gym. Fee: $68 (NR: $88). Deadline: 
Dec. 10 (late fee $20). Deadline: 
Dec. 10 (late fee $20).

INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICK-
START TENNIS (Grades K-4)
Learn the fundamentals and build 
on your skills. Choice of one or two 
days per week.
Nov. 23-Dec. 15. Days: Mondays, 
3:45-4:30 p.m. at Normandy Gym; 
Tuesdays, 3:10-4 p.m. at Westerly 
Gym. Fee: one day per week, $40/
session (NR: $60); two days per 
week, $75 (NR: $95).

INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICK-
START TENNIS (Grades 3 & 4)
Join our tennis instructors after-
school for this fun, instructional 
tennis program. Choice of one or two 
days per week.
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, Jan. 
5-28, 2:20-3:10 p.m. Location: West-
erly Gym. Fee: one day per week: $40/
session (NR: $60); two days per week: 
$75 (NR: $95).

INDOOR AFTERSCHOOL QUICK-
START TENNIS (Grades 5-8)
Build on fundamental skills in this 
fun, instructional program.
Thursdays, Jan. 7-28, 4-5 p.m. Loca-
tion: Westerly Gym. Fee: $45/session 
(NR: $65).

Additional adult programs: Adult 
Volleyball, Men’s Hoops, Adult Yoga, 
Feeling Fit, Full Body Fitness with 
Cathy.

Fitness memberships and daily 
admission rates available in rec office. 
Questions? Contact the Bay Rec Dept 
at 440-871-6755. 

Winter programs at Bay Village Recreation
Bay Village recreation dePartment

by elaine WilliS

Wednesday, Nov. 18 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
cuyaHOga WeSt genealOgical 
SOciety – Chris Staats will present 
“Unlocking the Keystone State: Key 
Resources and Repositories for Penn-
sylvania Research.”

Wednesday, Nov. 18 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
MaKer cluB: taKe aPart tOyS – 
This club celebrates STEAM initiatives 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Math). Bring in a toy you’d like to 
take apart to see how it works (make 
sure it’s nothing valuable!). There will 
be screwdrivers, scissors, seam rippers 
and more for all “reverse elves.” Please 
register.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
PrOPOSal Writing BaSicS – Learn 
the key components of a proposal to a 
foundation, from planning to writing to 
following up. Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 19 (12-1:30 p.m.) 
SMall BuSine$$ luncH & learn: 
inSurance & retireMent PlanS – 
Learn if and why you need insurance for 
your business, what options you have, 
and what insurance is best. Find out 
about options for retirement programs 
for you and your employee(s). Please 
register.

Thursday, Nov. 19 (Combined Basic/

Advanced Session: 6:30 p.m.) and 
Friday, Nov. 20 (Basics Session: 10 
a.m. and Advanced Session: 11:30 
a.m.) cOnnecting fOr KiDS: teacH 
Me tO Play – For children 3-6 years 
old who need help with communica-
tion and social skills. Join us for a play-
based program designed to model and 
teach parents/caregivers strategies to 
improve their child’s social interactions, 
facilitate communication, and manage 
behavior in a positive way. Led by an 
early intervention specialist in behav-
ior. To register: connectingforkids.org/
handsontraining.

Friday, Nov. 20 (10 a.m.-noon) POr-
ter’S fiBer fanaticS – A time for 
needlecrafters to share, solve problems, 
and show off.

Saturday, Nov. 21 (2-3 p.m.) rOBO-
arM (inSPireD By MaKe Maga-
Zine) – Make your own Robo-Arm. We 
will experiment with the Robo-Arm and 
try to pick up a variety of objects. Grades 
5-7. Registration begins Nov. 14.

Saturday, Nov. 21 (4-5 p.m.) full 
SteaM aHeaD – Each session will 
explore a different aspect of STEAM 
learning. This month we’ll focus on 
Simple/Complex Machines. Grades 3 
and 4. Registration begins Nov. 14.

Sunday, Nov. 22 (1:30-2:30 p.m.) 

celeBrate HanuKKaH – Learn 
about the meaning and customs of 
Hanukkah. We’ll celebrate with food, 
fun and activities! A collaborative 
program of PJ Library, Jewish Family 
Services Association of Cleveland, The 
Mandel JCC, the Jewish Education 
Center of Cleveland and the Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland. Ages 4-10. 
Registration begins Nov. 15.

Monday, Nov. 23 (1-7 p.m.) – aMeri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Mondays, Nov. 23 and 30 (3:30-5:30 
p.m.) teen lOunge – Need a place 
to hang out after school? We’ve got 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

Monday, Nov. 23 (7-8:30 p.m.) Pre-
Venting an iD tHeft criSiS – Learn 
about identity theft, how it occurs, how 
to prevent it, and what to do if you 
become a victim. Please register.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 (2 p.m.) 
WeDneSDay afternOOn BOOK 
DiScuSSiOn – The November selection 
is “The Ocean at the End of the Lane” by 
Neil Gaiman.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 – liBrary 
clOSeS at 5 P.M.

Thursday, Nov. 26 – tHanKSgiVing 
Day: liBrary clOSeD

Friday, Nov. 27 (10-10:45 a.m.) cOMe 
Play WitH Me! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings wel-
come! Registration begins Nov. 20.

Saturday, Nov. 28 (10:30-11:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) SenSOry 
StOrytiMe – A storytime for children 
with special needs and their parents/
caregivers featuring 30 minutes of inter-
active stories, rhymes, songs and move-
ment activities followed by 30 minutes 
of play. Content is geared to ages 3-7. 
Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Saturday, Nov. 28 (2-3 p.m.) BricK 
BuilDerS anD JuniOr BricK 
BuilDerS Meet uP! – Love those 
LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and 
imagination to this meet up for junior 
and expert brick builders! All Duplo and 
Lego bricks provided. For ages 3-12.

Monday, Nov. 30 (7-8:30 p.m.) tHe 
HealtH Of tHe cuyaHOga riVer 
anD laKe erie – A speaker from the 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 
will talk about our waterways and the 
state and importance of their health. 
Q&A will follow. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit 
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 
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Bayarts Holiday 
Shop experience   
has expanded
by JeSSica StOcKDale

BAYarts’ annual Holiday 
Shop begins this month 
with a two-day open 

house on Nov. 21 and 22 from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The shop is then open 
through December.  

Familiar names repre-
sented include Freckle Face 
jewelry, Images in Bloom and 
Allie M. Designs. In addition, 
newer names that will be on 
display, such as Bellatrix Jew-
elry, Chart House Candles and Shabby Shore.   

“We are always so proud to put on our Holiday Shop,” says 
BAYarts’ artistic director Karen Petkovic. “It’s a great way to bring the 
Westside community together in showcasing local artists and letting 
people discover amazing, personalized gifts. The first two days of 
the open house weekend are huge, so you don’t want to miss that.”   

In addition to the holiday shop experience, there’s now a new 
component. “This year we’re also doing something called Tall Walls,” 
Petkovic explains. “It will be in our Sullivan Family Gallery, and 
utilize all of our gallery walls in displaying tons of artwork and 
prints for sale.” 

Holiday Shop hours are Mondays-Saturdays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Sundays, noon to 5 p.m. A trunk show 
is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 10, from 7-9 p.m. 

Bellatrix Jewelry items 
are a new addition to 
Bayarts’ annual Holiday 
Shop, opening nov. 21.

Bayarts

Village 
project 
garage gets 
a makeover
by Diane frye

For over 10 years, Lowe’s has 
offered a volunteer pro-
gram through their stores 

called Lowe’s Heroes. The pro-
gram encourages employees in 
a location to team together, adopt a volunteer 
project with a local nonprofit organization or 
K–12 public school and make a difference.

The Village Project’s headquarters in Bay 
Village is the grateful recipient of a recent Lowe’s 
Heroes project carried out by a team of employ-
ees from the Lowe’s of Rocky River under the 
direction of store manager, Ryco Crawford.

The employees gave the garage at the head-
quarters building a sparkling new makeover, 
including repairing, painting and sealing the 
floor, painting the walls, installing new lighting, 

replacing shelving and supplying racks for tools 
and ladders.

“Our garage is key to our operation, storing 
supplies for our facility, garden, and fundraising 
events,” said Village Project Executive Director 
Barb Harrell. “Village Project was blessed to 
have the Rocky River store give our garage some 
much-needed attention.”

Working together to make a difference is 
something that Lowe’s Heroes and Village Proj-
ect has in common. They both help to make our 
community a better place to live. 

the Village Project garage is clean, bright and organized 
thanks to volunteers from a local home improvement store.

Many hands make light work of 
raking for Project leaf

On nov. 7, a picture-perfect fall day in Bay Village, 178 people contributed their time and 
energy to rake the yards of 55 homes in exchange for donations for Village Project. the 
exuberance of the volunteers combined with the generosity of the homeowners resulted 
in Village Project earning $2,500 in donations, which will help it continue its work of 
providing nourishing meals and extended care and service to local residents who are 
experiencing cancer. Much gratitude goes out to everyone involved in Project leaf. 

the Village Project

Do you have a background or interest in helping older 
students develop 21st century skills? The Bay Village 
Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library is excited 

to recruit volunteers to work with our STEAM program.
Our STEAM coordinators will work with a group of volunteers 

who are comfortable working in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, art and/or math. The coordinators and volunteers 
will help out with teen programs – topics can range from LEGO 
robotics to coding to stop motion animation. Bay Village’s TEEN 
ZONE is especially looking for after-school volunteers to help 
with upcoming programs such as making simple Rube Goldberg 
machines, terrariums, circuits, sculptures and watercolor painting.

If you are interested in volunteering, go to our library website, 
cuyahogalibrary.org and click on Volunteer Opportunities under 
the Donate tab. Scroll down to “If you’d like to volunteer to work 
with Youth…” Fill out the application and under Programs, please 
specify S.T.E.A.M. and the Bay Village Branch. We would love to 
work with you! Please consider signing up to volunteer today. 

Bay Library looking        
for volunteers

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 
or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Giant eagle with new 
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!
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10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  •  FREE!

Church on the Rise
3550 Crocker Road
Westlake, OH 44145

(canned food item donation)

Antiques • Jewelry • Home Décor  
Food Trucks • Art & Holiday Items • Upcycle  

Vintage Clothing • Food Items • Music & More!

@WestsideFlea

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO

Sunday, December 6
Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Paws by the Lake
33757 Lake Road, Avon Lake
$10 Donation for Profesional Pet 
Photo by The Big Picture Photography
         Free refreshments
         Casino Game for Dog Toy
         Registration Gift bags
         Music and MORE!

Pet Photos with Santa

www.loveastraydog.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2015 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

 THAI  SPICE
10% OFF 

Food Purchase 
of $15 or more

THAI  SPICE
Buy 2 Dinners 

& Receive 

$5 OFF
(with purchase of $25 or 

more; excludes duck meals)

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-10Pm
Fri:  Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-11Pm
sat: 3-9Pm;  sun: 3-11Pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

THAI SPICE
Thai & VieTnamese Cuisine
25099 Center Ridge Rd. (near steinmart)

440-835-9228
m-Th: Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-10Pm
Fri:  Lunch 11am-3Pm; Dinner 4Pm-11Pm
sat: 3-9Pm;  sun: 3-11Pm
www.thaispiceohio.com

‘tis the
SEASON
to  BE MERRY

Small 
BuSineSS 
Saturday
SAtuRdAY, NOvEMBER 28

by carOl JanOVSKy

(a true story)

toby was our black miniature poodle,
tabby was our cat.
from day one animosity was ripe,
though it never spilled over into a fight.

tabby was our only pet for quite awhile;
toby was given to us, fully grown, by a friend.
Both our pets really made us smile,
But neither one an inch would bend.

christmas shopping time drew near,
Our pets of course were on the list.
So off I went to Woolworth’s five and ten,
for cellophane pet stockings just for them.

Into my bedroom closet went the bag from the store,
Safely stashed away, I thought.
after another day out when I came home,
I opened the door and there was toby on the stair.

He looked at me which, without a doubt,
told me he wanted me to follow him up.
Every couple of steps he turned to make sure,
I was coming to see what he was about.

Onward and upward the stairs we climbed,
and into my bedroom toby led,
Straight into my open closet he pointed his nose,
Boy oh boy was toby primed.

“What to my wondering eyes should appear?” –
Both paper bag and cellophane stocking were torn.
catnip was strewn on the floor I stood staring at,
Self-righteous toby was tattLINg on the culprit, 
    tHat cat!!

the christmas Stocking
Poetry

by KatHy 
luengO

Mums mark 
the fall 
s e a s o n , 

poinsettias point 
to the Christmas 
holidays, and roses 
remind us of the 
upcoming selection 
of the 2016 Ohio 
Rose on Saturday, 
Feb. 13. The “Val-
entine’s Eve” event 
marks the sixth con-
secutive celebration 
of young women of 
Irish heritage hosted 
by the Ohio Rose 
Centre in affiliation 
with The Rose of 
Tralee International 
Festival, a longstanding Irish tradition held every 
August in Tralee, County Kerry. 

The annual festival showcases the finest and inner-
most qualities of young women of Ireland and Irish dias-
pora on a world stage. It culminates with the naming of 
that year’s “Rose of Tralee” who will serve as the festival’s 
ambassador via public appearances, media events, and 
participating in selected charitable initiatives during 
her tenure. Roses of Tralee radiate charm, wit, grace, 
intelligence and warmth.

Yet, there can be no Rose selection without Rose 
entrants.

Just ask Bay Village’s Kaytee Szente, the 2015 Ohio 
Rose. Late last year, Kaytee took her first steps forward 
toward the Rose experience. She verified her eligibility, 
completed the festival’s international application (avail-
able at roseoftralee.ie), verified her availability to par-
ticipate in specific activities leading up to and including 
the Ohio Rose selection, and secured a sponsor. 

As a Rose entrant, Kaytee agreed that if selected as 
Ohio Rose, she could travel to Ireland (expenses paid) 
on dates specified for the next selection round. There, 
she would meet up with young ladies of Irish heritage 
from throughout Ireland, as well as Europe, North 
America and as far away as the Middle East, Australia 
and New Zealand for the next selection round.

Once home, each Ohio Rose has several occasions 
to don her sash and meet her public. Earlier this month, 
Kaytee and 2012 Ohio Rose Ashley Speaker appeared 
at the International Women’s Air and Space Museum’s 
November fundraiser. Other Rose “sightings” will occur 
at parades, regional Irish festivals and various cultural 
events. Roses have been regular guests on Quinn Irish 
Radio aired locally on Sunday mornings. 

If you happen to meet Kaytee, or anyone who’s 
been a part of the “Rose” experience whether locally or 
abroad, you’re likely to hear about the camaraderie that 
the participants share, the thrill of celebrity treatment, 
meeting new people, and the sheer joy of celebrating 
Irish heritage. Roses routinely report that they’ve made 
lifelong friends as a result of their Rose experience and 
hold many fond memories close to their hearts.

It’s said that in Ireland grandparents often encour-
age their granddaughters to “give it a try.” In Ohio, inqui-
ries may be directed to info@ohiorose.com. Detailed 
information is available at ohiorose.com. Although the 
posted application deadline is Dec. 31, it’s best not to 
hesitate. Each year’s number of applicants is limited, 
and the deadline is automatic when the maximum is 
attained.

The Ohio Rose Centre is managed by Westlake 
World Partners, a local non-profit group formed to help 
promote educational, cultural and civic exchange in for 
the City of Westlake’s Sister Cities program. The Ohio 
rose Selection is its annual fundraiser. 

mums, poinsettias…
roses! calling all 
‘rose’ hopefuls

2015 Ohio rose Katrina 
Szente of Bay Village.
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Holiday SHOWS & Events
Saturday, Nov. 21 & Sunday, Nov. 22 • 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
BAYArts HolidAY sHop open House
Bayarts, 28795 lake road, Bay Village
Avoid the lines and shop local this Christmas! BAYarts’ Holiday shop features over 100 local 
artists presenting their hand-made work in our own winter wonderland. Admission: Free. 
Info:	440-871-6543,	bayarts.net.

Saturday, Nov. 28 • 12 p.m.-4 p.m.
FAll Vendor & CrAFt FAir
rocky river civic center, 21016 hilliard Blvd., rocky river
Come Support Angels on the Avenue with raising money for the residents of St. Augustine 
Health Campus. Over 35 vendors and crafters, Chinese raffle, food and baked goods. 
Face painting at the Kiddie Corner. Bring the kids to enjoy the activities!

Wednesday & thursday, dec. 2 & 3 • See times below
GreeninG oF BAY
Bay united methodist church, 29931 lake road, Bay Village
This is a hands-on Holiday Arrangement Workshop. You will be provided all materials 
necessary to create a perfect holiday decoration. Dec. 2, 6 p.m., Outdoor Display, $45; Dec. 
2, 7:30 p.m., Mini Boxwood Tree, $30; Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m., Centerpiece, $30; Dec. 3, 10:30 a.m., 
Wreath, $30; Dec. 3, noon, Mini Boxwood Tree, $30; Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m., Centerpiece, $30. 
Info: bayvillagegardenclub.com.
Sunday, Dec. 6 • noon-4 p.m.
pet pHotos WitH sAntA And CHristmAs extrAVAGAnzA
Paws on the lake, 33757 lake road, avon lake
Join us for a family fun event, including pet photos with Santa, registration gift bag, fantastic 
raffles, door prizes, games, free refreshments, music & more! No appointments needed. 
Admission: Free; $10 donation for a 4x6 professional photo. All proceeds go to Love-a-Stray 
Dog Rescue. Info: loveastraydog.com.
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      ‘tis the SEASON
 to  BE MERRY

by cyntHia eaKin

The Bay Village Historical Society and 
the Bay Village Kiwanis are asking 
Bay residents to join them in cel-

ebrating an old-fashioned community 
Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 6, 2 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. A kickoff to the holiday season, the 
event will include a children’s gingerbread 
house contest at Rose Hill Museum, the 
reading of holiday stories, caroling and 
crafts for kids in the Bay Village Communi-
ty House, the Kiwanis Christmas tree sale, a 
visit by Santa Claus and the lighting of the 

community tree in the Cahoon Memorial 
Park gazebo. Residents can help to “Light 
up Bay Village” by placing luminaries in 
their yards that evening.

Bay Village community groups are 
invited to participate by decorating a holi-
day wreath, to be displayed in the gazebo. 
Tables in the Community House are avail-
able for the sale of Christmas ornaments 
and merchandise. Any civic or school 
groups interested in taking part in the 
festivities or selling holiday merchandise 
should contact Cynthia Eakin at info@bay-
historical.com or 216-213-0312, or Rhonda 

Schneider at baykiwanis@gmail.com or 
216-225-6538.

Community organizations already 
signed up to participate in the Cahoon 
Christmas event include the Bay Village 
Women’s Club, Bay Village Library, Friends 
of the Bay Village Kennel, Citizens for Bay 
Village Theatre and the Bay Village Garden 
Club. The Village Bicycle Cooperative on 
the ground floor of the Community House 
will be open for tours and crafts.

Santa Claus will leave the Bay Lodge 
on a fire truck at 2 p.m. and, after riding 
through some Bay Village neighbor-

hoods, will arrive at the Com-
munity House about 3 p.m. 
The Bay High Choraleers will 
sing holiday tunes from 3 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. Huntington Play-
house Director Tom Meyrose 
will entertain the audience 
with his reading of the holiday 
tale, “’Twas the Night before 
Christmas.” The Fairytale 
Foundation Princesses will be 
at the Community House for 
photos with the children. The 
tree lighting will take place at 
the gazebo at about 4:15 p.m.

As part of the holiday celebration, the 
Bay Village Historical Society is sponsoring 
its annual “Cahoon Christmas Gingerbread 
House Contest.” There will be a judging in 
three categories: grades K-2, 3-4, and 5-8. 
Prizes will be awarded in each category. 
Gingerbread houses can be constructed 
of any edible materials. Houses should be 
able to fit on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper. 
Gingerbread houses can be dropped off at 
Rose Hill Museum on Dec. 6 after 1 p.m. 
and picked up at 4 p.m. Visit www.bayhis-
torical.com for details. 

Christmas cheer comes to Cahoon Park on Dec. 6

the fairytale foundation Princesses will be at the Bay Village community House on 
Dec. 6 for photos with the children.

Santa claus will ride through the 
streets of Bay Village aboard a 
fire truck on Dec. 6, arriving at the 
community House about 3 p.m.

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

  

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 10 • 7-9 pm

  

www.bayarts.net

 OPEN HOUSE
Nov. 21 & 22, 10 am-4 pm

November 21
thru December

Nov. 17 issue 7.22

 

BAYarts 
 HOLIDAY 
SHOP

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
   

www.bayarts.net

 

The Gift
of Art

BAYarts Gift Certificates for 
shop, gallery or classes.

Dec. 15 issue 7.24

 

BAYarts 
 HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
   

www.bayarts.net

 

The Gift
of Art
BAYarts Gift 

Certificates for shop, 
gallery or classes.

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 10, 7-9 pm

Dec. 1 issue 7.23

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

  
  

www.bayarts.net
 

Open
House
Nov. 21 & 22
10 am - 4 pm

Nov. 1 issue 7.21



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

14   WEStLaKE | Bay VILLagE OBSERVER • 17 NOVEMBER 2015                                                                       

Part three of a multi-part series reflecting on the history 
of Huntington Playhouse, which will close at the end of 
this year after nearly six decades as the home of com-
munity theater in Bay Village.

by PatricK MeeHan

The director, Tom Castro, called three hours before 
curtain. “Can Moira be an angel tonight?” he 
anxiously asked my wife, Eileen.

Friday, Dec. 16, 2005, began the last weekend of 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” the holiday show at 
Huntington Playhouse. My son Jack, who was 11 at the 
time, had been cast as Ollie Herdman, one of a family 
of “rotten” children that bully their way into a church 
Christmas pageant, but to the surprise of everyone, their 
disastrous interpretation of the Christmas story turns out 
to be quite touching.

This was Jack’s second show at Huntington after my 
wife had seen him through the children’s theater pro-
gram there the previous summer. His sister Moira, who 
was four years younger, had actually been “acting” longer 
than her brother. She appeared as a mouse, two different 

lions and a frog at various times in a 
show that ran 24/7 from the time she 
was 3 until my wife had the brilliant 
idea to buy her a “school kid costume” 
so she wouldn’t wear a tail to kinder-
garten.

It was my job to get Jack to rehears-
als and Moira accompanied us, con-
tent to sit with her coloring book as I 
watched director Castro work with his 
cast. It was impressive to see him con-
trol and cajole the group, which was 
largely made up of children, without 
ever having to raise his voice. That skill, 
I’m certain, is why the beloved fifth-
grade teacher was elected to the Lake-
wood Schools Faculty Hall of Fame.

“One of my angels is sick and since 
Moira has been to all the rehearsals ...” 
the director continued. “Let me ask 
her,” my wife replied. Without looking 
up from her coloring book, Moira said, 
“Which one?” and then, “I guess it doesn’t matter, I know 

them all.” Apparently at 7 she had mastered the art 
of multitasking, coloring while learning multiple 
acting roles.

The “balloon angel” had fallen ill. A juicy role for 
a 7 year old. In the context of the story, the mom that 
made one of the angel costumes used a sheet with 
a balloon print on it rather than white. This angel’s 
entrance always guaranteed a laugh.  

Castro had drafted us “stage dads” to play fire-
men. That Friday I appeared with my son and daugh-
ter on stage and I couldn’t have been more proud. As 
she had predicted, Mo hit her marks like a pro and 
got the big laugh. We were beaming with joy.

The next day our family arrived early to get 
ready, met by a somber-faced Tom Castro. “The bal-
loon angel” was feeling better and her grandparents 
were coming to the show. “I need to put her back 
in the show tonight,” he said with remorse. Then 
he turned to an assistant and asked, “Do we have 
another angel costume?” “No,” came the reply. “I 
can have one in 10 minutes,” my wife interjected. In 
her closet with the mouse, two different lions and 

the frog costumes was an angel outfit as well as alien 
and princess attire. “Get it,” Tom smiled, “we’ll have four 
angels tonight.”

Tom had her perform in the final matinee as well. 
Mo was pretty young and I’m not sure if it mattered to 
her if she stayed in the show or not, but it mattered to 
me. I’ll always remember his kindness.

Sadly, Tom Castro passed away on Oct. 30. He will 
be missed.

I encourage you to go see a show at the Huntington 
Playhouse to show your support for all of the good people 
that worked hard to bring you this final season.

Citizens For Bay Village Community Theater is work-
ing to form relationships with civic groups, not-for-profit 
organizations, government and businesses in Bay Village 
to provide a true community effort to keep community 
theater an active and vital part of our city. We have estab-
lished a dialogue with the Metroparks board and are 
working to develop a proposal that will allow community 
theater to remain on the Huntington Reservation. Join 
our Facebook group, Citizens For Bay Village Community 
Theater, or contact us at bay.village.community.theater@
gmail.com for updates and our meeting schedule. 

Huntington Playhouse Stories:                
On angels’ wings
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Moira Meehan and Salem Stacey from the 2005 
production of “the Best christmas Pageant ever” at 
the Huntington Playhouse.

tom castro directs on the rehearsal stage at Huntington Playhouse 
for the 2005 production of “the Best christmas Pageant ever” as 
thelma carrigan watches.

by KiM Bonvissuto

Westlake High School’s 
Academic Challenge 
Team began the com-

petition season with top finishes 
in the first tournament, held Oct. 
31 at South Range High School in 

Mahoning County.
Team A – Anna Craven, 

Justin Krantz, Alex Lathem, Pat-
rick Lee and Kyle Yu – finished 
first out of 16 competing teams 
from 11 different schools. Team 
B – Nico DiGiullio, Ryan Kar-
puszka, Akhilesh Reddy, Jack Wu 

and Talia Zheng – took home a 
fourth-place finish. Team C – 
Akshya Dhinakaran, Ella Gray, 
Nate Gray, Esther Park and Albert 
Zhou – is comprised of all fresh-
men and won several matches.

Team advisors are John and 
Sandy Packis. 

Westlake High School’s academic challenge team.

WHS Academic Challenge team 
begins season with wins

by lyDia gaDD

The Walkers of Westlake, 
a Plus Fifty group from 
the Westlake Center for 

Community Services recently 
completed 10 virtual walks 
around the world. The actual 
walks were 2 miles in length 
completed on the scenic 
track of the Westlake Recre-
ation Department. The virtual 
walks took our seniors all over 
the world to such places as: 
Italy, Germany, China and 
Mexico, to name a few.

Each week the group 
received a treat from the fea-
tured country, as well as the 
next set of clues to help them 
determine their next desti-
nation. They also received a 
flag from the country they 
visited fastened to their 
“suitcase” so that they could 
track their own travels. The 

suitcases were part of the 
Center’s bulletin board dis-
play. At the conclusion, our 
walkers returned to the good 
old USA for a breakfast pro-
vided by the Lutheran Home 
of Concord Reserve.

The Westlake Walk-
ers is a fun group activity 
that is held annually at the 
Westlake Center for Com-
munity Services during 
good weather. Other fitness 
opportunities found year-
round at the center include: 
Asian Exercise, Tai Chi, 
Strength and Stretching, 
Yoga for Flexibility, Chair 
Yoga, Arthritis Exercise and 
Senior Exercise.

Check out our news-
letter for a complete listing 
at www.cityofwestlake.org 
under the Community Ser-
vices Department tab, or call 
440-899-3544. 

Plus fifty fitness and 
more in Westlake

WestlaKe community serVices
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by taK SatO

Does the prospect of saving 
upwards of $10 a month, or 
$120 a year, perk up your ears? 

If you subscribe to high-speed inter-
net service, aka broadband internet, 
through a cable TV company, your 
first step to potential savings of similar 
amounts is to look for line item that 
says something like “modem lease” in 
your monthly invoice.

Broadband internet can be thought 
of as another utility line coming into 
your house (just like electricity, water 
or natural gas). Taking water as an 
example, imagine a “shutoff valve” at 
the point where the water main comes 
into the house.

When you subscribe to high-speed 
internet service from a cable TV opera-
tor, your modem is akin to that shutoff 
valve. In an ode to former Vice President 
Al Gore who coined the term “informa-
tion superhighway,” aka the internet, a 
modem is your on-ramp to the internet.

Today most Northeast Ohio cable 

TV operators lease you a modem for a 
monthly fee. But did you know that you 
may be able to bring your own modem 
instead and avoid the monthly lease 
fee?

The math is rather simple: pay $7 
to $10 a month to lease the modem or 
buy an approved modem (more on that 
below) for $60 to $120 outright. Even 
under the worst case scenario, you’re 
still looking to break even in about 12 
months; sooner under the best case.

As long as you follow certain rules 
and processes, most cable TV opera-
tors will let you bring your own modem 
instead:

    The modem you buy must be 
from the approved list published by the 
cable TV operator.

    Depending on the level of ser-
vice to which you subscribe, i.e the 
speed of your high-speed internet, the 
modem model you need will vary. Ask 
the customer service representative to 
recommend an approved model that 
befits your current service level or even 
a model that can take higher speeds in 
case you upgrade your service in the 
future.

    If you additionally subscribe to 
their telephone service, a cable split-
ter will be required to use your original 
modem for the telephone service. We 
recently found out that one cable TV 
operator will even give you a cable split-
ter and extra cables for free, so it doesn’t 
hurt to ask.

    You need to activate your new 
modem by calling the cable TV opera-

tor’s technical service depart-
ment. They can step you through 
swapping the modem, or if you 
subscribe to their telephone ser-
vice to deploy the splitter, and 
activating the modem. The latter 
entails reading back the MAC 
address (which stands for Media 
Access Control address) that 
should be clearly labeled on the 
bottom of your modem as such.

Each cable TV operator’s 
process may be different and 
your contract may be unique, 
especially if you “bundle” mul-
tiple services for a discount, so 
it is highly recommended to talk 
to their customer service repre-
sentative first and discuss your 
plans to save money by bringing 
your own modem. 

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $70-$75

Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair

Deck/Home Pressure
Washing

Handy Man Services

by rJ JOHnSOn

“The kids want to pool their 
money to buy a computer 
game,” my wife informed me. 

“They’ve been very helpful lately.”
“Pool their money?” I thought to 

myself. “That means they will … share.”
Sharing does not come naturally to 

the human species. It comes even less 
naturally to siblings. Some will blame 
it on evolution. Others blame it on the 
fallen nature. I’ll blame it on both. Shar-

ing holds a strong enough aversion for 
siblings that two sources are better than 
one.

Asking siblings to share a computer 
game is like asking two cats to share 
the same space. We once introduced a 
kitten to a cat we had for several years. 
The older cat said, “I’m sorry, sir, this is 
my space. You are obviously in the wrong 
space.”

Actually, that is my translation of the 
noises that sounded like a room full of 
beginning violinists tuning their instru-
ments.

“Do you think they can actually 
share it?” I asked.

She thought for a moment. “Prob-
ably not,” she replied, “but it’s worth a 
try.”

“Okay,” I said. “Let them give it a try.”
I loathe video games. When I was 

in seminary, my sister sent me a video 

game console for my birthday. It was fun. 
I would set a timer and play after class 
until the timer went off. Then, it was back 
to the books. One of my friends would 
come over and play for hours.

“Don’t you have papers to write?” 
I asked.

“I’ll get to them,” he responded.
He was on academic probation the 

next semester.
I sat down and downloaded the 

game to my son’s computer, which is also 
a family computer, that night. I watched 
as the bar of doom proceeded across 
the screen, signaling the progress of the 
download. All the while I imagined the 
bickering on the horizon.

When I returned from work the 
next day, I saw the most amazing sight. 
My daughter and son were sitting in 
front of the computer working out the 
game. What was most amazing was that 

my son, the little brother, was giving 
instructions. My daughter, the older 
sister, was listening, and taking his 
advice.

“I’m in the wrong house,” I thought, 
looking around to make sure I was really 
in my house, and these were really my 
children.

If you are a younger brother, you will 
understand this reaction. My sister never, 
under any circumstances, thought I had 
any worthwhile advice until we were in 
college. It’s evolution, or the fallen nature 
of humanity, or something like that.

There they were working together, 
valuing each other’s advice. I know one 
thing I will give thanks for in a little over 
a week. It is always a blessing when I 
come home and everyone is at home and 
happy. Maybe the children pooling their 
money for a computer game was not a 
bad idea. 

Giving thanks 
for a computer 
game

faMILy OBSERVatIONS

by Jeff Bing

As I was watching the Bengals 
administer a beat-down of the 
Browns on the telly (that’s what we 

call it across the pond) the other night, I 
thought now might be time for you – as a 
highly-motivated sports fan – to have your 
sports knowledge checked. I mean, you 
go to the doctor on a regular basis, right? 
You go to the dentist on a regular basis, 
right? So why should your “sports health” 
be any different?

This will be a word association quiz. 
I will provide you with a name or phrase, 
and you choose the word or phrase that 
best matches the item given.

 What could be easier (other than 
finding something better to do with your 
time)?

So stop arguing with me, and answer 
the questions. You’ll be a better sports fan 
for it.
1) Ryan Rayburn
    A) Going
    B) Going
    C) Gone
    D) A, but not B
2) I’m thinking of 9 million dollar signs ($)
    A) Duane Bowe
    B) Cross Bowe
    C) Ox Bowe Incident
    D) Dumbowe
    E) Johnny Manziel after way too many 
energy drinks
3) A train leaves the station in Cleveland 
at 4 p.m. traveling at 120 mph. Who would 
you like to see on it?
   A) Mike Pettine
   B) Ray Farmer
   C) Candidly, Jimmy Haslam
     D) More candidly, the entire Browns 
organization

4) Chernoff
    A) A cheap Smirnoff knockoff (say that 
fast 10 times)
    B) How it sounds when someone who’s 
been into the Smirnoff tries to say “sure 
enough.”
    C) The Indians’ new General Manager 
Michael.
    D) A “Chern” which is not “on.”
5) Several years ago, the media scoffed 
when former Browns President Mike 
Holmgren uttered the famous line, “Don’t 
come to me for extra playoff tickets.” 
Who’s laughing now?
   A) Holmgren, while sipping drinks 
with umbrellas in them (perhaps with 
the vodka mentioned in question No. 2 
above).
   B) Joe (I AM the President) Banner
   C) Randy Lerner, who sold the team for 
a cool billion dollars to, candidly, Jimmy 
Haslam.
   D) Chris Palmer (first Browns coach after 
the team “returned” in 1999)
6) What is the most likely reaction from 
Johnny Manziel upon learning he would 
start at QB against the Bengals on Nov. 5?
   A) “Gulp” (not meant in a “drinking” kind 
of way, but in an “Are you serious?” kind 
of way).
   B) “Forget you; I might get killed out 
there”
   C) “Yabba-dabba-do”
   D) “How is Josh feeling?”
7) What did Mike Pettine say to GM Ray 
Farmer with regard to owner Jimmy 
Haslam after Farmer was caught texting 
a coach on the sideline last year?
    A) “The Ranger’s not gonna like it, Yogi.”
    B) None of the above.

Okay kids, pencils down. FYI: Anyone 
who gets a perfect score will win an all-
expense paid trip to the Mike Pettine “NFL 
Coach of the Year” award ceremony at the 
season’s end. Yes, folks, I’m that kind of 
guy.

I’ll let you know how you fared when I 
get done grading all the exams. And thanks 
for playing. 

This is only 
a test

SpORtINg VIEWS

Save money 
by bringing 
your own 
modem
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They keep us humming along!
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620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“Let me brighten up your day”
FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

No Floor Swivel Lamps, Please

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

ADVERTISE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Promote your business or holiday gift offerings in special 

advertising sections in the Dec. 1 and Dec. 15 issues of the Observer.
Contact Laura Gonzalez at laura@wbvobserver.com 

or Michelle Krieg at michelle@wbvobserver.com for special rates.

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 6:30-8 p.m.
Prostate Partners for Those Touched 
by Cancer
Topic: Radiation Therapy. Presenter: 
Joel Elconin, MD. Family members are 
welcome. Call 216-595-9546 or visit 
www.touchedbycancer.org for more 
information. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., 
Westlake

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club Meeting 
Francis Chiappa, from Peace Action 
Cleveland, will discuss “Military Spending: 
Where Your Tax Dollars Go.” If you wish, 
bring a snack to share. Beverages will be 
provided. For more info, contact Jeanne at 
440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge 25, FOP Hall, 
26145 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 11 a.m.
Westlake Garden Club Meeting
Speaker from the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History. Business meeting at 11 
a.m., lunch at noon, program at 1 p.m. 
Everyone welcome. Call 440-331-8722 for 
more information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 6:30-8 p.m.
Scholastic Fall Fest and Open House
This event is for current and future St. 
Raphael School families, as well as the 
entire community. Come and check out 
all that St. Raphael has to offer, tour the 

kindergarten classrooms and meet the 
teachers.
St. Raphael School, 525 Dover Center Rd., 
Bay Village

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio 
Genealogical Society
Chris Staats, professional genealogical 
researcher, presenter and writer, will 
present “Unlocking the Keystone State: 
Key Resources and Repositories for 
Pennsylvania Research.” Program is at 7 
p.m.  Social time, with refreshments, is 
from 6:30-7 p.m. The public is invited, at 
no charge.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
North Coast Chapter, Embroiderers’ 
Guild of America
We will be working on a small hardanger 
project taught by several members. Call 
440-835-5183 or 440-734-2383 for more 
information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7-10 p.m.
CPR Informational Class
Not a certification class. Call 440-871-6392 
to reserve a spot.
Bay Village Fire Station, 28100 Wolf Rd.

Thursday, Nov. 19, 7-8 p.m.
Toastmasters Meeting
New Toastmasters Club in town. Visit the 

meeting and find out how Toastmasters 
can help you overcome your fears of 
speaking, develop better speaking and 
presentation skills, learn to think quickly 
and clearly on your feet, build strong 
leadership and mentoring skills, and open 
doors in your personal and professional 
life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205. 
Held on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Unity Spiritual Center (back door), 23855 
Detroit Rd., Westlake

Saturday, Nov. 21, 4-8 p.m.
All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner
Enjoy spaghetti, meatballs, salad, Italian 
bread, beverages, and homemade 
desserts. Tickets will be sold at the door 
and presale. Adults $11, children (ages 
6-12) $6, ages 5 and under free. Senior 
citizen special from 4-5 p.m., $9. Take out 
available, reserve by calling the church 
office at 440-331-9433. 
Rockport United Methodist Church, 3301 
Wooster Rd., Rocky River

Sunday, Nov. 22, 1 p.m.
Rucking for Refugees Fundraiser
Rucking is wearing a backpack with 
heavy objects when you do activities, 
like carrying a log, walking or hiking. 
Participants should wear a backpack with 
5-10 pounds in it (one or two wrapped 
bricks) and bring a water bottle. Minors 
must have a chaperone. $5 donation will 
be used to buy food for the holidays for 
refugees living in Lakewood.
Bay High School parking lot, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Sunday, Nov. 22, 3-4 p.m.
Backyard Wonders: Wild Turkey
Together we’ll take an in-depth look at 
the wild turkey – exploring its life through 
the seasons, learning to fly at less than a 
week, how it almost become the national 
bird, subspecies and more. There’s a lot 
to learn about this backyard wonder 
and you’re sure to leave with some great 
Thanksgiving trivia! For adults and families 
with children ages 10+. Fee: $7 per person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 
Wolf Rd., Bay Village

Monday, Nov. 23, 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Guided Meditation for Those Touched 
by Cancer
Relax, learn new coping skills, and practice 
mindfulness meditation techniques 
in a group setting. Call 216-595-9546 
or visit touchedbycancer.org for more 
information. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., 
Westlake

Saturday, Nov. 28, see hours below
Bay Kiwanis Christmas Tree Sale
Three Christmas tree varietals will be 
available, including Fraser Firs, Douglas 
Firs and Colorado Spruces. Tree sizes 
range from 6-10 feet tall. Prices range from 
$40-130, depending on size and type. 
Cash or check only. Delivery is available 
for a donation. Hours: Fridays, 4-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sundays 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. For more info, call 440-225-6358 or 
email baykiwanis@gmail.com.
Cahoon Memorial Park Gazebo


